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 Photos / Ken Druse 
Clockwise from top left: 1. Arisaema tortuosum (Zone 6),  
2. Arisaema taiwanense (Zone 6b), 3. Arisaema triphyllum 
(Zone 4) and 4. Arisaema sikokianum (Zone 5)
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By Ken Druse  

When I travel giving lectures, 
people often ask me “What 
is your favorite plant?”  

My stock answer is “the next one I see.” 
That’s a cop-out of course. Should I 
admit I have a favorite? It’s kind of like 
saying which child is the chosen one.  
“I love you all the same.” But what are 
the plants that never fail to fascinate?  
I do have an answer (but don’t tell the 
others). It’s any plant in the Jack-in- 
the-pulpit genus, Arisaema. 

These are plants from tubers (some 
people say rhizomes or corms) that 
grow from a modified underground 
stem, kind of like a potato or tuberous 
begonia. I grow a handful of different 
species. There are two North American 
ones. A. triphyllum, the familiar three-
part-leaved Jack-in-the-pulpit, is a  
Connecticut wildflower that can also  
be found in homelands from Manitoba 
to Texas. A. dracontium, green dragon, 
is less common, but can be seen grow-

ing 1-3 feet tall with a single divided  
leaf having 7-15 leaflets. It’s native  
from Quebec to Texas. 

That’s our two locals. Some experts 
suspect there might be 250 Asian 
species and even more forms. Nearly 
200 have already been noted and 
named. There are even four subspecies 
of our local A. triphyllum. 

The plants are easy to recognize in 
flower. They are aroids, and like many – 
philodendron, skunk cabbage, or calla 
lily for example – their inflorescence 
bears a hooded cowl-like spathe that 
shelters a pointed spadix upon which 
the flowers, usually male and female,  
reside. Some of these plants change  
genders, a capability known as being 
paradioecious. After a lean year, A.  
triphyllum may only have male flowers. 
After a juicy year with the right amount 
of rain, the plant may be larger and  
hermaphroditic with female flowers  
on the lower part of the spadix and male 
above. Some species switch genders 

every year to store up energy for  
making fruits as females. Male plants 
vanish in mid-summer, but the ones 
with female flowers will produce the 
fruiting club covered with berries that 
turns scarlet in the fall. The spathe  
has been referred to as a “kettle trap.” 
Insects fly into it and fall down to the 
female flowers, below. In some cases, 
they have a hard time finding their  
way out unless the plant is a male.  
Male flowers often have an exit hole  
at the bottom of the spathe to facilitate  
escape and the delivery of pollen to 
neighboring female flowers. 

The spathe of our local Jack-in-the-
pulpit, Arisaema triphyllum, is striped 
and may be light and dark green or light 
green and espresso brown. These Jacks 
grow 12-18 inches tall around my home 
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“To me, the most beautiful  
is Arisaema candidissimum.”
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WHEN I WAS THE EDITOR OF THE WESTPORT NEWS, a local  
online-only news website started a regular feature called “Teardown  
of the Day.” At the time, I thought it was trashy and sensationalist but  

it turned out to be prophetic. The times they were-a-changin. 
In 2004, when we sold our raised ranch in Westport, it was knocked down and 

replaced by a structure four times its size. Once we sold, we had no control over 
what happened. The property had been covered with tall trees. C’est la vie! 

Just recently, at our home in Fairfield, fairly close to town with tiny lots, the 
house directly behind us, a charming cape, got knocked down. We hear there  
was mold so, OK, we get it. 

What’s disturbing to us is that the huge oak and sycamore trees at the rear of  
the lot were also taken down. Again, nothing we could do ... completely helpless.  
I guess the plan is to put a $1+ million cube so you need to maximize your foot-
print and square footage. 

Alas, the oak was one of the few in the area. Oaks are like high-rises for all kinds 
of wildlife. Where are they going to go? Nobody cares. Nobody considers. Not 
many houses in our neighborhood have large native trees and those still standing 
are aging out or being removed. Old sugar maples, all planted at the same time, are 
in rapid decline. Scorched dogwoods and invasive Norway maples are what remain. 

Builders and developers with dollar signs in their eyes do little, if anything,  
to improve wildlife habitat. We’re not optimistic about the future of the property. 
We’re expecting the usual ... a small tree or two, green meatballs and lawn ...  
nothing native. Unfortunately that’s a wasteland as far as wildlife is concerned. 
Completely useless. 

That may be the most disturbing thing of all. Wildlife and the environment are 
rarely taken into account by developers. It’s knock it down, wipe it clean and start 
over. It’s like loggers in the Amazonian rain forest ... cut and move on. 

We have destroyed so much natural habitat that local extinction is common and 
global extinction is accelerating. 

Every yard matters now. Our yards and gardens are opportunities for long-term 
conservation if we design them to meet the needs of the life around us. 

We need our residential landscapes to support diverse pollinator populations 
and complex food webs, store carbon and manage our watersheds. 

This will never happen if those who buy, sell and develop remain ignorant  
of the issues. The biggest question is how on earth can they be enlightened? 

– Will Rowlands
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in Northwest New Jersey. When I 
started the garden, there, I wanted  
more – much more. I got pretty good at 
collecting seeds and growing my own. 
However, in order to acquire some of 
the fantastic Asian species, I would have 
to buy rare tubers, which when avail-
able, often cost as much as $35 each.  
I tracked down Asian Arisaema seeds, 
instead. I acquired some from the North 
American Rock Garden Society seed  
exchange and others from English 
sources. Before I say what happened, 
I’m going to take a step back.  
Seeds 

Every seed has a mechanism that 
keeps it from sprouting in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. That could  
be a need for water or a specific depth, 
light or darkness or temperature. If  
the Arisaema seeds sprouted when the 
berries were ripe in the fall, the seed- 
lings would be killed by winter’s freezing 
weather. In this case, and many plants 
with “moist fruits,” the germination  
inhibitor is the flesh around the seeds. 

In nature, the fruit disintegrates with 
the freeze/thaw over winter leaving 
naked seeds eager to germinate in 
spring. I play nature by gathering fruits 
from my plants in autumn and cleaning 
off the red pulp to reveal one or two  
(or more) seeds. Squeeze the berries  

between sheets of newspaper with a 
rolling pin (or palm or foot) to break 
their skins and then wash the crushed 
pulp away over a sieve under running 
water. Wear gloves or be careful to wash 
your hands (I’ll explain later). I sow the 
seeds to a depth equal to their thickness 
in a commercial mix to which I add 
some very coarse horticultural sand,  
or use a homemade one of coir, perlite, 
and sand and top dress with a thin layer 
of sand or chicken grit that prevents 
damping off. The seeds germinate in 
about three weeks. 

If it isn’t convenient to sow the seeds 
right away, you can store them in the  
refrigerator nestled in a wad of mois-
tened whole sphagnum moss in a plastic 
bag labeled with their name, date and 
“do not eat” until March when they  
can be potted up. They may take a little 
longer to germinate. 

After about two months under lights 
or in a sunny south-facing window, the 
single seedling leaves turn yellow and 
there will be little tubers below them. 

That’s fine, but seeds from the plant 
societies and nurseries arrive cleaned  
of fruit and completely dry. The first  
few times I sowed them – nothing hap-
pened. I ordered more. Again, no germi-
nation. I asked a colleague in the Rock 
Garden Society how to do it. He said, 
“It’s easy. You have to rehydrate them. 

Soak the seeds for two weeks and change 
the water several times a day to keep  
the seeds from rotting.” He’s retired. 

I’m afraid I cannot devote that much 
time and attention to seeds in a jar of 
water, but I got an idea. I placed the 
seeds in a closed organza mesh bag.  
I attached the bag to a piece of bent  
wire and lowered it into the water in  
the tank of the toilet and left it there  
for two weeks. The water got changed  
several times a day. After soaking, I 
sowed the seeds and they all came up. 

The first seeds I tried this way were 
for Arisaema ringens, a rugged species 
with a fleshy spathe and curled “lips.” 
The lip (limb or blade) is usually very 
dark brown. I have one rare selection 
with green lips. 

Another way that some Arisaema can 
be propagated is from tubercles, little 
baby tubers that may form around a  
mature tuber. A. fargesii, an easy early- 
summer-blooming species with large 
leaves and a very handsome inflores-
cence, readily produces these offsets.  
(I’d say plants from tubercles take two to 
three years to flower – longer from seed.)  
Interesting Species 

Less bountiful is a species that could 
be considered among the more striking. 
Arisaema sikokianum (cobra lily) has 

Garden Confidential— continued from page 3
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Left to right: Arisaema ringens fruit, seed cleaning and resulting seedlings. Photos / Ken Druse

continued on next page
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dark brown, green and white striped 
spathes with a brilliant white spadix 
that resembles an upside-down porce-
lain pestle. Some selections have silver 
markings on their leaves, and I once  
saw an uncharacteristic green version at 
Greenwood Gardens in Short Hills, NJ. 

To me, the most beautiful is A.  
candidissimum. In general, Arisaema 
have evolved brown stripes, probably  
to mimic rotting meat. Some species 
have no scent. Others do smell fetid. 
However, A. candidissimum has pink 
and white stripes and smells like tea 
roses. (There is also a white form.) 

Some species have long “tails” on  
the tips of their spadices, or spathes.  
A. grifithii (Zone 6) has a dark recurved 
spathe-limb with a stringy appendage. 
A. tortuosum has a spadix that shoots up 
nearly a foot above the spathe. I imagine 
these extra parts have evolved to attract 
pollinators (crawling and flying bugs, 
beetles and ants) or to act as convenient 
ant runways. The plants need insects  
for pollination but are not bothered by 
them. However, I once saw a torn big 
leaf of A. fargesii in my garden. Appar-
ently, a bear took a bite and spit it out. 
Some parts of these plants contain  
oxalic crystals that are poisonous or at 
least irritating – that’s why you have to 
wash your hands when cleaning seeds. 

Planting 
I’ve planted hardy tubers in several 

places in the garden. They will stand 
four to six hours of direct sunlight, but 
the flowers may not last as long as they 
would in their preferred partial shade  
to bright open shade. I set the tubers 
about four inches deep, pink pointed 
eye facing up. They want a woodland-
type soil but insist on good drainage.  
In general, it should be humus-rich and 
moist, but they may rot if the soil is too 
wet. I’ve lost a couple in wet winters so  
I add some gravel to the soil. I am sure 
they will not tolerate heavy clay. 

I visited a cold garden in Vermont 
where some of the less hardy species 
cannot survive. The gardener there was 
growing the plants in pots. He moved 
the containers to a place where the rain 
would not reach them in September.  
By then, the foliage had yellowed and, 
in some cases, just fallen off. He allowed 
the medium to get dry and then put the 
pots in a cool closet. He said it wasn’t 
cold that the tubers needed over winter 
as much as being kept dry. I grow many 
of my plants in pots, now, and store 
them pretty dry in the cool basement.  
I bring the pots out in April and water 
the medium but am careful to keep 
them out of the rain until the tubers 
have sprouted. 

I have also harvested some baby  
tubercles and placed them with some 
fairly dry medium in a labeled plastic 
bag in the refrigerator. That worked for 
winter storage, as well. In April, I took 

the tubers out and potted them up. 
So, what’s my favorite plant?  

Any Arisaema will do. �  
Ken Druse is a celebrated lecturer, 

award-winning author and photo- 
grapher, who has been called  
“the guru of natural gardening”  
by the New York 
Times. He has  
written 20 garden 
books over the  
last 25 years. See 
kendruse.com for 
more information. 
See our book review 
on page 22.

Garden Confidential — continued from previous page
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Ken Druse

Left to right: A. dracontium (Zone 4), green-lipped A. ringens (Zone 5) and A. consanguineum (Zone 5) Photos / Ken Druse 

Arisaema thunbergii Photo / Ken Druse

“So, what’s my favorite plant? 
Any Arisaema will do.”
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Hand-Crafted Garden Furnishings 
That Give Back  

Looking for reasonably priced,  
interesting, sustainably built  
garden structures & furnishings? 

There’s an organization in Hartford not 
only creating sturdy, well-priced, good 
looking pieces, but is doing so using 
perfectly good (and free!) wood from 
discarded shipping pallets while pro- 
viding work and the chance of a better 
life for those constructing them. 

Rev. Rick Kremer, pastor of Grace 
Lutheran Church in the Asylum Hill 
section of Hartford, tends to a large 
congregation, many of whom are  
battling addiction, homelessness and 
unemployment. Asylum Hill has Hart-
ford’s highest residential density, severe 
academic underachievement, and areas 
of deep poverty. 

Pastor Rick was convinced that a  
holistic approach to employment was a 
critical need, but how would he accom-
plish that? Serendipitously, plans to 
make benches to provide seating in the 
neighborhood were being made, and a 
church member with tools and know-
how was all ready to get started but had 
no wood. Well, right across the street 
were hundreds of discarded shipping 
pallets. Seizing the opportunity, they 
were given the pallets and began break-
ing them down to salvage the wood, 
much of it sturdy hardwoods such as 
ash, oak and maple. 

From this simple beginning came a 
community initiative to create employ-
ment and training opportunities. The 
original workshop was in the back yard 
of the church until a huge space became 
available in the Veeder Place building 
on Sargeant Street. Low rent, perfect  
location and facilities gave the infant 
initiative a far better chance of success.  
Building Furniture, Rebuilding Lives 

Fresh Start Pallet Products (FSPP) 
secured 501(c)(3) non-profit status, and 
a growing product line for other times 
of year, so the cash flow is more even. 
Leadership is provided by a board of  
16-20 individuals, who double as the 
sales force, and lend their design, manu-

facturing, and business skills to the  
organization, bringing hope to those 
who work there and a much clearer 
pathway to the holistic approach to em-
ployment that Pastor Rick envisioned.  
Products 

The board realized that with the 
right tools and designs the products 
made from recycled pallets could be 
very impressive. Only heat-treated 
wood is used, and many products are 
bench planed. Benches, chairs and  
arbors are the most popular items. 
There’s a standard size, but custom sizes 
are available. Planter boxes, outdoor  
tables, picnic and side tables, as well as 
indoor furnishings are solidly made, 
and are sold as-is, stained, or painted. 
Louisa, the resident artist, does optional 
decorative and personalized painting, 
making for cheerful, unique additions 
to the garden or home.  
The Staff 

To date FSPP has employed 16 indi-
viduals. The current staff is 5. Market 
wages assure the workers feel valued, 
and all OSHA and safety regulations are 
upheld. Learning valuable skills, each 
worker is on a potentially life-changing 
journey. “Make no mistake, the real 
measure of success is lives changed,  
and the furniture sold will always be a 
means to the real goal,” says the pastor. 

Sales are primarily online, though 
there is a showroom you can visit by  
appointment. Additionally, FSPP has 
partnered with Kloter Farms and Cape 
Cod Fence, and each agreed to sell the 
products for no commission, returning 
100% of the sale price back to FSPP. 

They will deliver within a 35-mile  
radius for a small fee. Arbors are de- 
livered in pieces, and furniture shipped 
whole. Scrap wood is turned into  
kindling and sold in $5 bags.  
Contact 

Fresh Start Pallet Products Inc. 
28 Sargeant St. 
Hartford CT 
(860) 266-5726 
Facebook – freshstartpalletproducts 
Web – freshstartpalletproducts.com

Fresh Start Pallet Products
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By Steve Silk  

Duncan Brine doesn’t play by the 
rules. In the coloring book of 
his own garden, Duncan scrib-

bles outside all of the lines. There’s no 
linear anything. He mixes up his fore-
grounds and backgrounds. Paths thread 
the garden but there is no “way to go;” 
instead, one dives into what he calls its 
purposeful confusion to embark on a 
journey of discovery. 

While many garden designers strive 
for a signature look, Duncan works 
hard to make the designer’s hand invisi-
ble, and says if someone ever asked  
him where the garden ends and woods 
begin, he would consider it a compli-
ment. He has worked hard to, as he says, 
“Design something to look like it wasn’t 
designed.” 

Consider, for example, the most  
gardenesque section of the sprawling 
six-acre horticultural free-for-all known 
as the Brine Garden; The Maze. This  
exploration-worthy outpost lies across 
the street from the main garden and the 
two houses that serve as the Pawling, 
NY home and headquarters for Garden-
Large, the design firm helmed by  
Duncan and his wife Julia. 

You’re wandering its network of 
gravel pathways in primetime, which  
in these gardens is fall, when the multi-
tudinous viburnums (Viburnum spp. 
and cultivars) bear exuberant bursts  
of bright red berries, or the purple fruits 
of beautyberry (Callicarpa dichotoma 
‘Early Amethyst’) glimmer like 
amethysts. Stands of red and yellow 
twig dogwood (Cornus spp. and culti-
vars) offer their own colorful commen-
tary. Every few steps reveals a new view, 
or an old view made new by a change  
in perspective. 

Overhead, the feathery seedheads of 
giant Chinese silver grass (Miscanthus 
giganteus) fly like flags, framing and 
edging parts of the property, and serv-
ing as a botanic way station on a sight-
line extending toward a distant ridge. 

That far-off escarpment serves as the 
quintessential expression of the notion 
of the borrowed view. It’s Duncan’s riff 
on the Chinese and Japanese technique 
of incorporating a distant landscape 
into a nearby garden design by echoing 
its shape in the foreground or creating 
sightlines that emphasize the far-off 
scene, matching its foreground shapes 
to the distant. “That distant view is defi-
nitely part of the garden,” Duncan says. 

“In the early days I was really worship-
ping that ridge.” 

Down an adjoining path, you will 
happen upon the flaming torch of a 
gold dawn redwood (Metasequoia  
glyptostroboides ‘Ogon’), a beacon  
announcing your proximity to the  
bald cypress (Taxodium distichum) 
allee, a tour de force almost upstaged  
by its focal point: the sculptural circus 
of a weeping Katsura (Cercidiphyllum 
magnificum ‘Pendulum’). 

Along the way, your sensory journey 
is perfumed, in late summer, by the  
fragrance of summersweet (Clethra alni-
folia cultivars) a plant which manifests 
many elements of Duncan’s idea of an 

8

Photo / Steve Silk

The Brine Garden – 
Natural By Design

Photo / Tobias Wolf 
Duncan and Julia Brine

Photos / GardenLarge (except where noted) 
Viburnum dilatatum 'Oneida'
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excellent candidate for any woodland 
garden. It is at once low maintenance, 
simple, native, pleasing to the eye, and  
it bears fragrant flowers at an unusual 
time of year. What’s not to like? 

As eye-popping and sensory as 
strolling the maze can be, the Brine 
Garden’s real treasure trove lies across 
the street, where a fantasy forest spills 
across a rolling hillside and frames a 
serpentine stream whose banks are, in 
some places, nubbled with the emerging 
knees of bald cypress, and in others 
crossed by rustic wooden footbridges. 
There, you will find areas such as Mul-
berry Cliff, Brothers Island, Cactus Hill, 

Microburst, and Hidden Corner. 
In these places and others on the 

property, the rhythms and rhymes of 
nature rule. Trees are planted in mini 
communities, which blur with and over-
lap other nearby communities. The idea 
of planting clusters of single species, 
which then bump against and overlap 
with another single species cluster is, 
says Duncan, “a structural element that 
is not easy to recognize.’ 

Accordingly, the bald cypress grow 
thickly at the core of their community, 
then thin before merging with the outer 
edges of an airy grove of multi-trunked 
river birch (Betula nigra ‘Heritage’), 
which rises astride the sinuous stream. 
They in turn give way to the next com-
munity and the next. There are group-

ings of eastern larch (Larix laricina), 
swamp white oak (Quercus bicolor)  
and katsura. 

But it’s never too obvious. In one 
spot, a tiny larch rises at the foot of  
a birch as if springing from a seed 
dropped by a bird rather than an idea 
drawn from the designer’s sketchbook. 
Always there are interlopers, rogue  
elements providing a sense of studied 
randomness that manages to appear  
entirely natural. 

Throughout, woody plants rule. 
“Trees are the most satisfying, the  
most worthwhile, the easiest to care for 
plants,” he says. “It’s just no question.” 
When the Brines first moved to their 
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Open Day at The Brine Garden 
 
The Brine Garden, 21 Bluebird Inn 
Road, Pawling, NY, will be open Satur-
day, Oct. 12 from 12 to 6 PM as part of 
The Garden Conservancy’s Open Days 
program. Admission is $10 per person; 
children 12 and under are free. For 
more info, visit gardenconservancy.org 
and gardenlarge.com

BEING DUNCAN BRINE 
Duncan Brine presides over a garden 
ruled by trees. And in the 29 years  
he has spent developing his six-acre 
garden, he has developed some  
specific thoughts about woody plants, 
some of which he is happy to share. 

“I spend a lot of time pruning the 
canopy to control light.” 

“Prune surgically to open a tree so you 
can appreciate it as sculpture.” 

“If you can get people interested in  
native plants at all, you’re winning.” 

“I’m really just crazy about Persian iron-
wood (Parrotia persica) – they are the 
most sculptural tree going. I prune 
them hard to expose their core.” 

“Anytime you can use a fragrant plant, 
use a fragrant plant.” 

“Red buckeye (Aesculus pavia) is the 
showiest of small native trees. It has 
outrageously huge red flowers, but  
the tree stays small.” 

“I love being inside a plant.” 

“Katsura is not native but we love it 
anyway – its stature, its overall shape, 
it’s a strong grower, and the bark and 
leaves are good. Weeping Katsura  
(Cercidiphyllum magnificum ‘Pendu-
lum’) is the queen of the whole prop-
erty. We liked it so much we planted  
a few more.”

continued on next page

Photo / Steve Silk 
Betula nigra 'Heritage'
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Pawling, NY property in 1990, it was  
essentially an old cow pasture. Duncan 
saw it differently. “I wanted it to be  
like nature.” 

Along with the naturalist style goes 
native plants. The garden is full of them, 
but Duncan is no slave to regionalism. 
“You do want to have a basic structure 
of natives,” he says, “and occasional 
specimens of non-natives. There are lots 
of plants to love that aren’t native, but  
I stray conservatively.” Thus the Brine 
Garden’s native matrix is enriched with 
a splendiferous assortment of Katsuras, 
Parrotias, Metasequoias, and more. 

All of which is a long way from  
Duncan’s first real garden, planted in  

The Brine Garden

10

Callicarpa dichotoma 
‘Early Amethyst’ (beautyberry)

Cornus alternifolia 
(Pagoda Dogwood)

Acer saccharum (sugar maple) with Geranium 
macrorrhizum ‘Bevan's Variety’ in the foreground. 

Acer triflorum (three-flowered maple) is the  
colored foliage in the background.

a patch of earth next to an auto body 
shop in Brooklyn. But it’s not quite as 
far as you might think from his high 
school aspirations to be a director of 
theatrical plays. The Brine Garden is,  
if nothing else, a dramatic work of his 
own. It is a stage set glorifying the  
wonders of the plant world. 

It was a kind of a circular journey. 
Duncan’s passion for theater led him to 
Hollywood and eventually a stint as art 
director for Faerie Tale Theatre. There 
he made a garden as a film set, and had 
so much fun that he started thinking 
more and more about plants and gar-
dens and design. Plants, he realized,  
exuded a dramatic presence of their 
own. They were like living sculptures, 
and their expressive qualities enthralled 
Duncan. He soon came to the conclu-

sion that designing gardens offered 
many of the same rewards of directing 
theater: the excitement and fulfillment 
of doing creative things you then share 
with other people. 

He and Julia embarked on a world 
tour to learn more. They hit all the hor-
ticultural hotspots: Thailand, Singapore, 
Italy, France, England. Some of Europe’s 
great gardens were a disappointment. 
“They were all about the architecture, 
not the plants,“ he says. 

“We traveled the world looking at 
gardens to be sure we could be differ-
ent.” Then, he says, “We set out, point 
by point, to do the same things  
differently.” 

He has succeeded in his quest. Not 
only has he created the six-acre Brine 
Garden, he has developed clients in 
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New York, Connecticut, and beyond. 
Many of the trees, shrubs and perenni-
als destined for client gardens are divi-
sions or seedlings of plants drawn from 
his own garden’s population of more 
than 400 different species, roughly half 
of which are native plants. Duncan also 
teaches a landscape design seminar at 
the New York Botanical Garden and his 
poetic, pithy presence on Twitter led 
Timber Press to dub him the Ogden 
Nash of the garden world. 

There is a difference even in his  
approach to dealing with the deer that 
prey on so many gardens in our area.  
A small herd of five or so visit his yard 
daily. To deter their predation Duncan 
takes an approach in keeping with the 
GardenLarge notion: “I planted 50 
viburnum, and simply out planted the 

deer.” In addition, much of what goes  
in the garden is lower in hierarchy for 
preferred deer dining, so you won’t find 
lots of hostas or other deer candy in  
the Brine Garden. That’s not to say  
there aren’t a few perennials among the 
woody plant brethren: you’ll find every-
thing from Brobdingnagian plume pop-
pies (Macleaya cordata) to tiny golden 
thymes (Thymus praecox ‘Evergold’) 

Plants that look their best in fall 
abound because in addition to the Brine 
Garden’s robustly naturalistic style, it is 
distinctive for its focus on the seasonal 
beauty of autumn. “We emphasized fall 
because we knew most other gardens 
emphasize spring or early summer.  
I set out to be different.” Accordingly,  
in addition to countless woody plants 
bearing foliage or fruit set ablaze by 

fall’s fiery finale, the are plenty of herba-
ceous autumn splendors such as a toad- 
lily (Tricyrtus spp. and cultivars), false 
aster (Boltonia asteroides), Arkansas 
blue star (Amsonia hubrichtii), and 
more. Lots more. 

Because in the Brine Garden’s ongo-
ing evolution, there is always more. �  

Steve Silk designs, photographs,  
lectures and writes about gardening.  
He is a past  
president of the 
Connecticut Horti-
cultural Society, a 
former newspaper 
photographer, travel 
writer, and was 
managing editor  
of Fine 
Gardening.
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Steve Silk

Ilex verticillata (winterberry)

Parrotia persica (Persian ironwood)

Aesculus pavia 
(red buckeye)
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By Nancy Ballek MacKinnon  

When I first fell in love with 
rose gardens 30 years ago,  
I was determined to grow 

my rose garden organically, without the 
use of the chemical arsenal of the day. 

I wanted the birds, bees, butterflies, 
and hummingbirds to thrive in my rose 
garden as well, and the typical spectrum 

rose sprays back then meant death  
for friend and foe alike. 

I spent several years researching  
organic gardening techniques and  
finding inspiration in rose garden  
designs from around the world. The list 
of insects and diseases that can attack 
roses can be daunting, so it made sense 
to me to give the roses all they need  

to grow strong and be more resistant. 
Hence, my rose recipe includes lime, 
bone meal, greensand, and lots of  
compost. These all help make the cell 
walls of the plants thicker and harder 
for insects and disease to penetrate. 

Roses attract many insects including 
aphids and Japanese beetles. Insects use 
scent and color to find their way. The 

Herbs in the Rose Garden – 
Scents Make Sense
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Japanese beetle traps introduced back  
in the 1970s contained a powerful rose 
scent as well as a sex pheromone to  
attract male beetles. They were also 
bright yellow, which helped me under-
stand why the beetles would always be 
attracted to our yellow Graham Thomas 

roses first. 
We no longer recommend these 

traps. They draw in beetles from far  
and wide. Unfortunately, en route, the 
beetles will nibble unoffending plants. 

Looking at many English rose  
gardens, I noticed they often include 
herbs in their designs. This makes  
perfect sense since the essential oils  
in many herbs act as insect repellents. 
These confuse the insects and make  
it harder for them to find their way  
to the roses. 

So I started using lavender, thyme, 
rosemary, and oregano in rose garden 
designs. Offering beautiful foliage  
textures in a range of colors, these herbs 
also act as an effective insect repellent. 
What more could you ask? 

My mother, in love with English  
gardens, built a stone cottage as a  
centerpiece of her horticultural world. 
The fairy roses in the garden were  
surrounded by several large rue plants 
that stood sentinel around the roses. 
Every time she entered the garden, she 
would whack the rue plants, emitting 
their sulphury-bitter egg scent. This  
was her insect repellent, though my 
sons thought she was just punishing  
the rue for giving her rue rash. 

There are many insect repellents  
and insecticides that contain the oils  
of peppermint, clove, thyme, geranium, 
and other herbs. These are safer for  
humans, birds, butterflies, and hum-

mingbirds, but I am still cautious of 
their use as they can affect the bees. 

Herb plants in the garden, however, 
will attract bumbles and honeybees and 
many other beneficial insects that are 
drawn by their tiny flowers. In fact,  
organic beekeepers know that bees use 
these herbs for their own healing  
purposes. 

Through the years, I have come to 
love herbs for their beauty, fragrance, 
and many health benefits. And I rely on 
herbs as an important design element 
for a healthy and thriving garden for all 
the members of my garden party. Herbs 
in the rose garden… of course. � 

 
Nancy Ballek MacKinnon is an  

expert gardener and a partner in Ballek’s 
Garden Center (www.balleksgarden 
center.com), located on a farm in East 
Haddam that has been in the family since 
the 1600s. Ballek’s grows more than 10,000 
species of plants and prides itself on  
gardening in har-
mony with nature. 
MacKinnon holds  
a degree in environ-
mental horticulture 
from UConn. She is 
the author of The 
Gardener’s Book  
of Charts, Tables & 
Lists: A Complete 
Gardener’s Guide 
(Capital Books).
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Nancy Ballek 
MacKinnonIllustration / Pierre-Joseph Redouté 

Rosa gallica (Gallic Rose, rose of 
Provins, French rose)

“Through the years, I have 
come to love herbs for their 
beauty, fragrance, and many 
health benefits.”

In mid-June Anne announced  
basil downy mildew (BDM) had 
gotten our Thai Basil. This was a 

first in our experience and we began 
wondering whether our damp spring 
weather was going to make it a bad year 
for fungal diseases, blights, mildews  
and the like. 

Very soon after I got an email from 
Meg McGrath at Cornell’s Long Island 
Horticultural Research & Extension 
Center in Riverhead about a new web-
site for BDM hosted by North Carolina 
State University. 

Meg and I have been talking on and 
off for years about Tomato Late Blight 
(Phytophthora infestans). She was the 
one who turned me on to the USAblight 
(usablight.org) website for reporting and 
tracking Tomato Late Blight. 

You can find the new website about 
BDM at basil.meas.ncsu.edu 

You can submit and review reports, 
sign up for alerts, view maps and access 
a wealth of information about identifi-
cation and management. 

The last time I looked, BDM  
(Peronospora belbahrii) had been con-

firmed or reported in Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Long Island and  
New Haven County in Connecticut. 

– Will Rowlands

New Website for Basil Downy Mildew
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Now’s the time to correct mistakes, 
dig up, rearrange and divide, add 
new perennials and shrubs, and 

plant spring- blooming bulbs. Begin  
to put the garden to bed around mid-
October and continue until the ground 
freezes in November.  
Water if our rainfall is not adequate. 
Watch the forecast for hurricanes,  
snowstorms and frosts.  
Stop feeding perennials until spring.  
Let green and yellow leaves remain on 
stems to feed the roots. Cut back when 
flowers fade and leaves turn brown. 
Leave seedheads of natives (rudbeckia, 
sunflower, echinacea, etc.) for the birds. 
Manage prolific self-sowers by cutting 
off seed heads, scattering them where 
you’d welcome their future exuberance 
and crunching underfoot. Or, lay them 
on a driveway or patio for the birds.  
Selectively cut back for winter interest. 
Grasses can stay and sway. Dead- 
head, stake and weed. Burn or discard 
diseased leaves in the trash. Apply  
finished compost anywhere you want  
to improve the soil, lawn included.  
Wait until spring to cut back buddleia, 
caryopteris, artemisia, perovskia, laven-
der, Montauk daisy, gaura and clematis. 
Divide and transplant. Mulch the root 
zone, avoiding stems, crowns and 
trunks. Allow 4-6 weeks for roots to  
establish before the big freeze (finish up 
by Nov. 1 in Zone 5, Nov. 15 in Zone 6, 
and Nov. 30 in Zone 7). Keep transplants 
watered until the ground freezes.  
Plant and transplant peonies and orien-
tal poppies – they prefer a fall move.  
Evergreens  
Apply anti-transpirant to evergreens  
exposed to the wind. Follow directions 
on the label.  
Evergreens need deep watering before 
the ground freezes – watch rain levels.  
Rhodies and azaleas should go into  
winter with a layer of mulch to protect 
shallow roots.  
Lawn  
Core aerate lawns in late summer or  
early fall to promote root development 
and general plant health.  
Test soil to determine the pH level (ideal 
lawn pH is 6.5 to 6.7). If necessary, apply 
lime to reduce acidity. Rake in late fall to 

remove leaves and lower your mower’s 
cutting height to 2 inches or so for  
the last cut of the season. If you have a 
mulching mower you can skip the raking.  
Fall lawn feeding, reseeding and over-
seeding can be done anytime between 
Labor Day and Oct. 15. Choose an  
organic or slow-release fertilizer. Most  
of the nitrogen in fertilizer applied after 
Oct. 15 won’t be picked up by grass 
roots. Instead, it will leach into ground-
water or surface waters. Unless you’re 
renovating your lawn, or phosphorus  
is called for by a soil test, use a fertilizer 
with no phosphorus or a very small 
amount. 

Lime Lovers  
Apply a big handful of ground limestone 
around the crowns of plants that grow 
best in a sweet soil, such as baby’s 
breath, bellflower, clematis, delphinium, 
dianthus, candytuft, German or bearded 
iris, lavender, lilac and scabiosa.  
Critters  
Deer eat just about anything if they’re 
hungry enough. Try to minimize the 
damage before they establish their  
winter feeding patterns by applying deer 
repellents. Repellents reduce, but do not 
prevent, browse damage from deer.  
Choosing a deer repellent is a trade- 
off between effectiveness, cost, ability  
or willingness to follow reapplication 
recommendations, and the crop/plant 
to be protected.  
Generally, repellents applied more  
frequently have more effectiveness. 
Deer become used to scents and tastes, 
so multiple repellents can be used on an 
alternating schedule. Read the label! 

Alternate shiny and/or moving objects 
to discourage deer visually. A 3' high 
wire mesh cylinder helps protect young, 
smooth-barked trees from antler rub-
bing damage. Deer may be disinclined 
to jump a fence if they can’t see where 
they’re going to land.  
Voles are active and reportedly easiest 
to kill between leaf fall and the first 
snow. There’s less vegetation for them  
to eat and they’re more attracted to bait. 
Try using a barrier of rough material, 
such as sharp rocks, that discourages 
vole movement. Bait a mousetrap with 
peanut butter and place the trap near  
a vole hole, cover trap with overturned 
flowerpot, anchored by a rock.  
Some gardeners clean up the garden 
and dispense with winter mulch, de- 
priving voles of cover before the snow 
flies. But their plants then go without 
the protection that mulch provides.  
Soil Testing  
If you haven’t had your soil tested for  
a few years, or if you’ve never had it 
tested, now’s the time to do it and find 
out what nutrients you need to add to 
get ready for spring plantings. If you’re 
an organic gardener, be sure you ask  
for organic recommendations. Test both 
vegetable beds and ornamental beds. 
UConn (soiltest.uconn.edu) and The  
Connecticut Agricultural Experiment 
Station (ct.gov/caes) do soil testing.  
Prepare New Beds  
Shrinking your lawn? Now’s a great time 
to break ground for a new garden bed. 
For more on preparing new garden 
beds, go to ladybug.uconn.edu and  
look under HGEC Fact Sheets.  
Invasives  
Keep mowing, cutting, pulling and gen-
erally depriving of life force. Check the 
management calendar on the CIPWG 
website under the 2018 Symposium tab.  
Houseplants  
Water your vacationing houseplants less 
frequently, stop feeding them, clean 
them up and bring them inside for the 
winter well ahead of the first frost.  
Edibles – September  
September starts out very warm but 
days are clearly shorter. Keep up water-
ing and weeding. Expect frost warnings 

In the Fall Garden

14

NEW MOONS 
Sept. 28, Oct. 27 
Nov. 26, Dec. 26  

FULL MOONS 
• Sept. 14 – Harvest Moon 
• Oct. 13 – Hunter’s Moon 
• Nov. 12 – Beaver Moon 

• Dec. 12 – Cold Moon  
AUTUMNAL EQUINOX 

• Sept. 23  
WINTER SOLSTICE 

• Dec. 21
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and be prepared.  
Harvest crops (early in the day) to keep 
them coming. Dry some herbs. Save 
heirloom vegetable seeds and any other 
seed from a successful, desired plant.  
Seed in your last arugula, broccoli,  
cabbage, cauliflower, peas, lettuce, 
radishes, spinach, kale, endive and  
escarole. Plant fruit trees.  
Remove tops of tomato plants to force 
ripening of existing fruit and remove 
most of the leaves on the north side  
of the plants.  
Edibles – October  
Continue to harvest. Plant winter rye as 
cover crop. Plant garlic. Remove warm 

weather vegetable plants just before the 
first frost or cover them to extend the 
season. Cut back raspberry canes that 
have borne fruit to the ground. Clean  
up blueberries and mulch. Clean up  
and weed under fruit trees and install 
hardware cloth collars on trunks to stop 
rodent nibbling. Rake out all garden  
debris to discourage overwintering by 
insects, diseases, and critters. Refresh 
mulch to control weeds.  
Remove unproductive plants. Healthy 
plants go into the compost pile; all  
others go into the trash  
Get busy taking down the garden, 
preparing your seedbed now for spring 
peas and spinach. Store supplies and  

liquids in a dry place where they won’t 
freeze. Remove, dismantle, and store 
stakes and cages (disinfect if necessary).  
Protect or store containers. Store any 
manure under cover to prevent leaching 
of nutrients.  
Step back and assess this year’s garden. 
Take an inventory. Jot down notes about 
what worked, what didn’t, and what 
you’d like to change next season.  
There’s never enough space here to  
list every chore to be done, but the  
following links offer excellent advice  
and detailed checklists. Visit ladybug. 
uconn.edu, gardening.cornell.edu and  
naturework.com � 

– Anne Rowlands
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Starting in September, the Univer-
sity of Connecticut’s Cooperative 
Extension System will accept  

applications for its 2020 Master Gar-
dener Program. Applications should  
be available online in mid-August at 
mastergardener.uconn.edu and at all 
County Extension Center offices and 
the Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens  
in Stamford. 

Classes are presented in a hybrid 
course format, with three to four hours 
of online work before each of the half-
day classes. The program is broad-
based, intensive and consists of 16 class 
sessions (online course work and a half-

day class each week) beginning the 
week of Jan. 6, 2020 and running 
through April. 

After the classes finish in April,  
interns provide at least 60 hours of  
volunteer outreach during the summer. 

The charge for the program is $450. 

Partial scholarships may be available 
based on demonstrated financial need. 

Classes will be held in Stamford 
(Mondays), New London (Tuesdays), 
Torrington (Wednesdays), New Haven 
(Thursdays) and Vernon. In 2020 they 
are introducing a weekend class in Ver-
non, to be held on Saturday mornings. 
The in-class period for all sessions runs 
from 9 AM – 1 PM. Applications must ei-
ther be submitted online or postmarked 
by Friday, Oct. 18, 2019. 

For more information,  
call (860) 409-9053 or visit  
mastergardener.uconn.edu

Become a UConn Master Gardener in 2020

The purpose of the UConn Master Composter Program  
is to provide local compost enthusiasts with the tools and  
information necessary to educate and teach interested  
community members about composting and reducing  
the amount of solid waste sent to the state’s landfills. 

Participants attend classroom sessions in the evening  
at the New London County Extension Center in Norwich  
on Oct. 15, 17, 22 & 24 from 6 to 9 PM. Worm Day will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 19 from 10 AM to 2 PM at the Middlesex County 
Extension Center in Haddam. There will also be field trips to 
Freund’s and Laurelbrook Farms in East Canaan on and  
Sat., Nov. 2 from 10 AM to 2 PM and Harvest New England  
in Ellington on Sat., Nov. 16 from 9-11 AM (tentative). 

A Master Composter Certificate will be awarded to those 

who have attended all program sessions, demonstrated a 
solid understanding of composting principles and practices, 
and engaged in a minimum of two outreach projects within  
a year of their entrance into the program. 

Those enrolled in the Advanced Master Gardener Program 
will receive 2 AMG credits upon completion. It is not necessary 
to be a Master Gardener to enroll in this program.  
A brochure with registration information will be posted on  
the UConn Home & Garden Education Center home page  
at www.ladybug.uconn.edu 

The program fee is $100 payable to University of Connect- 
icut. The suggested textbook is The Rodale Book of Composting 
by Grace Gershuny and Deborah Martin. Class size will be  
limited to 24 participants.

UConn Master Composter Program Starts in October
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W ELCOME to the best garden 
events calendar in Connecticut. 
To avoid potential disappoint-

ment, please call ahead to confirm  
details. This calendar is a free service  
to the gardening community.  
Aug. 30 – Sept. 2 (Thurs-Mon)  
Haddam Neck Fair in East Hampton –  
haddamneckfair.com  
Aug. 30 – Sept. 2 (Thurs-Mon)  
Woodstock Fair in South Woodstock – 
woodstockfair.com  
Aug. 31 – Sept. 2 (Sat-Mon)  
Goshen Fair – goshenfair.org  
Sept. 5 (Thurs) 12 PM 
Native Gardens of the Northeast with  
Mark Richardson at St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in West Hartford. Guest donation 
$10. WestHartfordGardenClub.org  
Sept. 5-8 (Thurs-Sun)  
Hebron Harvest Fair. hebronharvestfair.org  
Sept. 5-8 (Thurs-Sun)  
North Haven Fair – northhaven-fair.com  
Sept. 5-8 (Thurs-Sun)  
Wapping Fair in South Windsor –  
wappingfair.org  

Sept. 6 (Fri) 1 PM 
Dealing with Climate Change in Your 
Landscape with Kim Eierman at the  
Southbury Public Library. southbury 
gardenclub.org  
Sept. 6-8 (Fri-Sun)  
Bethlehem Fair – bethlehemfair.com  
Sept. 6-8 (Fri-Sun)  
Ledyard Fair – ledyardfair.org  
Sept. 6-8 (Fri-Sun) 10 AM to 5 PM 
Newport Secret Garden Tours. Self-guided 
tour featuring at least 10 gardens. Tickets 
are good for any or all days of the tour. 
$20/$25. secretgardentours.org  
Sept. 7 (Sat) 9 AM to 4 PM 
In Celebration of Trees with Michael Dirr  
at UMass Amherst. Campus walkabout and 
book signing. $90/$140, includes lunch. 
Rain or shine. ag.umass.edu/ 
landscape/upcoming-events  
Sept. 7 (Sat) 4 to 6:30 PM 
Cocktails and Preview Buying at the Sale of 
Rare and Unusual Plants at Hollister House 
Garden in Washington. Vendors include 
Broken Arrow Nursery, Cricket Hill Garden 
and Meadowbrook Gardens. $50/$65.  
hollisterhousegarden.org 

Sept. 7 (Sat) 3-7 & Sept. 8 (Sun) 10-4 
Rhode Island Dahlia Society Dahlia Show 
at the North Kingstown Community  
Center. rhodeislanddahliasociety.org  
Sept. 8 (Sun) 9 AM to 3 PM 
Sale of Rare and Unusual Plants at Hollister 
House Garden in Washington. Vendors  
include Broken Arrow Nursery, Cricket  
Hill Garden and Meadowbrook Gardens. 
$10 at the gate includes admission to  
the garden. hollisterhousegarden.org  
Sept. 12-15 (Thurs-Sun)  
Four Town Fair in Somers – 
fourtownfair.com  
Sept. 13 (Fri) 8:30 AM to 3 PM 
CT Grown – Functional & Beautiful Solu-
tions for Designers at Planters’ Choice 
Nursery in Watertown. Presenters include 
Mark Brand, Yonghao Li, Daryl Newman 
and Peter Picone. $95/$125 includes  
breakfast and lunch. ctasla.org  
Sept. 13-15 (Fri-Sun)  
Berlin Fair – ctberlinfair.com  
Sept. 14 (Sat) 10 AM to 4 PM 
Granby Open Farm Day. granbyag.org   

CALENDAR
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Smaller American Lawns Today!
(SALT) Conference 

Saturday, November 9, 2019

Connecticut College Arboretum
270 Mohegan Ave. New London, CT 06320

arbor@conncoll.edu 860-439-5020

arboretum.conncoll.edu 
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Sept. 21 & 22 (Sat & Sun)  
Orange Country Fair – orangectfair.com  
Sept. 20-22 (Fri-Sun)  
Guilford Fair – guilfordfair.org  
Sept. 26-29 (Thurs-Sun)  
Durham Fair – durhamfair.com  
Sept. 28 (Sat) 8:30 AM to 3:45 PM 
Massachusetts Gardening Symposium  
at Westford Academy in Westford, Mass. 
$85 through Aug. 17 then $100. Includes  
 

lectures, admission to Garden Market-
place, Silent Auction and complimentary 
parking. massmastergardeners.org  
Oct. 3 (Thurs) 8:30 AM 
Native Plants & Pollinators Conference  
at the UConn Student Union in Storrs. 
Speakers include Adam Baker, Heather 
Holm, Annie White, Mark Brand and  
Jessica Lubell. $50/$60. Register online  
at ipm.uconn.edu    

Oct. 4 (Fri) 1 PM 
Great Plants for Winter Use with Adam 
Wheeler from Broken Arrow Nursery at  
the Southbury Public Library. southbury 
gardenclub.org  
Oct. 4-6 (Fri-Sun)  
Harwinton Fair – harwintonfair.com  
Oct. 4-6 (Fri-Sun)  
Portland Agricultural Fair – 
portlandfair.com  
Oct. 10 (Thurs)  
Boot Camp for the Senses – Autumn/ 
Winter with Tovah Martin at the Roxbury 
Bridgewater GC in Bridgewater. Lecture 
and book signing. tovahmartin.com and 
roxburybridgewatergardenclub.com  
Oct. 11-13 (Fri-Sun)  
Riverton Fair – rivertonfair.org  
Oct. 12 & 13 (Sat & Sun) 9 AM to 6 PM 
CT Garlic & Harvest Fest at the Bethlehem 
Fairgrounds. $9, $8, $1. garlicfestct.com  
Nov. 7 (Thurs) 12 PM 
Eddy Farm & the Local Flower Movement 
with Haley Billip at St. John’s Episcopal 
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continued on next page

come and discover.

1159 Bronson Rd, Fairfi eld, CT       203 259 5609      

Serving Fairfi eld County for over 50 years

Native Plant Nursery 
& Landscapes 

212 Grassy Hill Road, Woodbury, CT 06798 
 

www.earthtonesnatives.com 
203-263-6626 

 
Earth Tones is a 100% native plant nursery. 

We offer grasses, ferns, perennials, 

shrubs and trees native to New England. 

We also provide landscape design, 

installation, consultation services 

as well as storm water management and 

wetland enhancements, all with a focus 

on environmentally sound practices.

Earth Tones LLC
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Church in West Harford. Guest donation of 
$10 includes a light buffet lunch at noon. 
Brief business meeting at 12:30 followed 
by the speaker. Reservations preferred – 
contact Susan at (860) 305-6370 or reserve 
online at WestHartfordGardenClub.org  
Nov. 9 (Sat)  
Smaller American Lawns Today! (SALT) 
Conference Connecticut College in New  
London. conncoll.edu/the-arboretum  
Nov. 11-14 (Mon-Thurs)  
Accreditation Course in Organic Land Care 
at TBD. ctnofa.org or organiclandcare.net  
Nov. 23 (Sat)  
Annual Meeting & Environmental Confer-
ence of the CT Association of Conservation 
and Inland Wetlands Commissions at the 
Red Lion Hotel in Cromwell. caciwc.org  
Jan. 8-10, 2020 (Wed-Fri) 9 AM 
The Mid-Atlantic Nursery Trade Show 
(MANTS) at the Baltimore Convention  
Center. mants.com  
Jan. 16 & 17, 2020 (Thurs & Fri)  
Ecological Landscape Symposium at  
Connecticut College in New London.  
conncoll.edu/the-arboretum  

Jan. 22 & 23, 2020 (Wed)  
Connecticut Nursery & Landscape Associa-
tion’s Winter Symposium at the Aqua Turf 
Club in Plantsville. Tradeshow, education, 
networking, ask the experts, silent auction, 
tours, food and more. cnla.biz  
Feb. 1, 2020 (Sat) 8 AM to 4 PM 
Biennial Symposium of the CT Horticul-
tural Society – Every Yard Matters – at the 
Mark Twain House in Hartford. The speak-
ers are Roy Diblik, Michael Nadeau and 
Lisa Mason Zeigler. Includes a vendor mar-
ket. cthort.org  
Feb. 20-23, 2020 (Thurs-Sun) 10 AM 
CT Flower & Garden Show at the CT  
Convention Center in Hartford. Adults $18, 
seniors $16 (Thursday & Friday only),  
children 5-12 $5, children under 5 free. 
Speakers include Tom Christopher, Nancy 
DuBrule-Clemente, Craig LeHoullier and 
Petra Page-Mann. We’ll be at booth 831  
as usual. ctflowershow.com  
VENUES WITH MULTIPLE EVENTS  
Aton Forest | Norfolk, CT 
atonforest.org  
• Aug/Sept. TBA 
Naturalistic Landscaping – A Hands-on  

Approach with Larry Weaner and John  
Anderson. $55, morning coffee and tea, 
and a light lunch will be provided.  
• Sept. 4 & 5 (Wed & Thurs)  
Two-Day Natural Design Field Workshop 
with NDAL  
• Oct. 3 (Thurs) 9 AM to 4 PM 
Asters Demystified with Bill Moorhead.  
Lab session followed by field work in  
the area. $85  
Bartlett Arboretum & Gardens  
– Stamford 
bartlettarboretum.org  
Berkshire Botanical Garden 
Stockbridge, Mass. 
berkshirebotanical.org  
• Oct. 12 & 13 (Sat & Sun) 10 AM to 5 PM 
Harvest Festival  
• Nov. 10 (Sun) 9 AM to 4 PM 
Rooted in Place – Ecological Gardening 
Symposium  
• Dec. 7 & 8 (Sat & Sun) 10 AM 
Holiday Marketplace  
Broken Arrow Nursery – Hamden 
brokenarrownursery.com  

Calendar — continued from previous page
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At White Flower Farm, we’ve been 
helping to cultivate great gardens since 
1950. Our wide array of top-quality 
bulbs, perennials and shrubs ranges 
from garden classics to rare, hard-to-
fi nd, and exclusive treasures. In addi-
tion, we’re pleased to provide all the 
advice and information you need to 
grow these plants successfully. Visit us 
online and in person in Morris where 
you’re welcome to stroll our display 
gardens and shop from our store, which 
also carries a selection of professional 
grade garden tools and distinctive gift 
items. Bring your questions, your curios-
ity, and your landscape challenges. We’ll 
help you create your best garden ever.

WhiteFlowerFarm.com  
1-855-326-9808

Come
And See 
What’s New!

White Flower Farm
plantsmen since 1950

White Flower Farm’s Store is
open Thursday through Monday, 

10 a.m.–4 p.m.
Our display gardens are open 
every day from 9 a.m.–5 p.m.

167 Litchfi eld Rd. (Rte. 63), Morris, CT 
Phone 860-567-8789

for more information.
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CT Agricultural Experiment Station 
New Haven – portal.ct.gov/CAES  
CT Botanical Society 
ct-botanical-society.org 

The society conducts a number  
of field trips which non-members are  
welcome to join.  
• Sept. 7 (Sat) 1 PM 
Avery Farm Nature Preserve Powerline 
Walk in Groton with Whitney Adams.  
CT College Arboretum – New London 
conncoll.edu/the-arboretum  
CT Daylily Society 
ctdaylilyclub.com 

Meetings at the Avon Senior Center  
are free and open to the public.  

• Sept. 28 (Sat) 1 PM 
Eric Simpson of Blue Ridge Daylilies  
• Nov. 19 (Tues) 1 PM 
Explosion at the Paint Factory and  
Beyond with Rich Howard  
• Jan. 21, 2020 (Tues) 1 PM 
The Hybridizing of Lori-Ann Jones,  
Mark Labbe & Richard Blanchard  
with Lori-Ann Jones  
CT Horticultural Society 
cthort.org 

Regular meetings are usually held on 
Thursdays at the Emanuel Synagogue  
in West Hartford. Doors open at 7 PM 
to socialize, browse books and fliers,  
raffles, and ask plant questions. Speakers 
at approx 7:30 PM. Non-members $10.  

• Sept. 19 (Thurs)  
TBA  
• Sept. 27 (Fri)  
Fall Plant Sale & Auction at the Tolland 
County Agricultural Center in Vernon. 
Viewing 6:30 PM, Sale begins at 7 PM.  
• Oct. 17 (Thurs)  
TBA  
• Nov. 21 (Thurs)  
Saving the Bees – The Sweet Life of a Bee-
keeping Entrepreneur with C. Marina 
Marchese from Red Bee Honey.  
• Jan. 16, 2020 (Thurs)  
The New ZEN Garden– Japanese Design 
for the Home Garden  

19

Ballek’s Garden Center

• Pumpkins 
• Gourds • Mums 

• Fall Container Plants 
• Outdoor Statuary & Garden Decor 

• Unusual Houseplants Galore

90 Maple Ave., East Haddam, CT 06423 
(860) 873-8878 • balleksgardencenter.com

The Spooky & Unusual

The Collector’s Choice for

continued on next page

“Quality Plants, 
Friendly People”

228 Danbury Road, New Milford, CT 06776 
phone – (860) 350-4200 

email – meadowbrookgardens@gmail.com 
web – meadowbrookgardens.com 
Facebook – Meadowbrook Gardens

Garden Center & 
Landscape Services
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• Feb. 20, 2020 (Thurs)  
Cannabis on Campus – Not What  
You Think! with Prof. Gerry Berkowitz  
Ecological Landscape Alliance 
ecolandscaping.org  
• Sept. 11 (Wed) 7-8 PM 
Webinar – The Chickadee’s Guide to  
Gardening: Why Native Plants Matter  
to Songbirds and the Food They Eat  
with Dr. Desiree Narango. Free/$10  
• Sept. 25 (Wed) 10 AM to 12 PM 
Eco-Tour – Asters and Goldenrods Start to 
Finish with Leslie Duthie and Dan Jaffe at 
the Norcross Wildlife Sanctuary in Wales, 
Mass. $23/$33  
• Sept. 26 (Thurs) 12-1 PM 
Webinar – The Art of Integrating Rainwater 
with Steven Torgerson. Free/$10  
• Oct. 3 (Thurs) 4-6 PM 
Eco-tour: Brooklyn Bridge Park – Urban 
Oasis for Visitors in an Ecological Package. 
$22  
• Oct. 11 (Fri) 12:30-1:30 PM 
Webinar – Regional Effort on Invasive 
Species and Climate Change (RISCC) Man-
agement with Bethany Bradley. Free/$10  
• Oct. 15 (Tues) 12:30-1:30 PM 
Webinar – Creating Beautiful Gardens 
While Rewilding the Landscape with  
Donald Pell. Free/$10  
• Oct. 23 (Wed) 12:30-1:30 PM 
Webinar – Plants with True Grit with  
Amy Nyman. Free/$10  
• Oct. 29 (Tues) 12:30-1:30 PM 
Webinar – Climate Change and Its Effects 
on Trees and Their Relationship to Insects 
with Dan Herms. Free  
• Nov. 11 (Mon) 2-3 PM 
Webinar – Reliable Hydrangea Blooms? 
Choose Natives with Andi Ross. Free/$10  

• Jan. 15,2020 (Wed) 12:30-1:30 PM 
Webinar – Reconnecting Water, Soils, and 
Vegetation: Green Infrastructure in the 
Urban Environment with Michele Adams 
and Julie Snell. Free  
• Jan. 23, 2020 (Thurs) 12:30-1:30 PM 
Webinar – The Role of Landscape in  
Our Global Environmental Crisis with 
Bryan Quinn. Free  
• March 4 & 5, 2020 (Wed & Thurs)  
ELA Conference & Eco-Marketplace  
at UMass Amherst  
Elizabeth Park – West Hartford. 
elizabethparkct.org  
Ganim’s Garden Center – Fairfield 
GanimsGardenCenter.com  
• Dec. 6 (Fri)  
Wreath Making Beyond Balsam  
• Dec. 9 (Mon)  
Boxwood Tree Workshop  
• Dec. 18 (Wed)  
Centerpiece Design Workshop  
Garden Conservancy Open Days. 
gardenconservancy.org 

Admission to each private garden  

is usually $10  
Sept. 1 (Sun) 10-5 
• Stonecrop Gardens, Cold Spring, NY  
Sept. 8 (Sun) 10-4 
• Sleepy Cat Farm, Greenwich, CT 
• Hollister House, Washington, CT 
• Brush Hill Gardens, Washington, CT 
• The Rocks, Washington, CT 
• The Sumacs, Washington, CT 
• Pine Meadow Gardens, Southbury, CT  
Sept. 21 (Sat) 
• Clove Brook Farm, Millbrook, NY, 10-4 
• The Bodian Garden, Millerton, NY, 10-4 
• Innisfree Garden, Millbrook, NY, 11-5  
Oct. 5 (Sat) 10-5 
• West Lane Farm, South Salem, NY  
Oct. 12 (Sat) 12-6 
• The Brine Garden, Pawling, NY  
Oct. 13 (Sun) 10-5 
• Stonecrop Gardens, Cold Spring, NY  
Greenwich Botanical Center – Cos Cob. 
GreenwichBotanicalCenter.org  
• Sept. 21 (Sat) 2-4 & Sept. 22 (Sun) 10-3 
Dazzling Dahlias Show. Sale of flowers 
after the show.  

Calendar — continued from previous page
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13 Broken Arrow Road, Hamden, CT 06518 • 203-288-1026

BROKEN ARROW NURSERY

www.brokenarrownursery.com
Growers of Rare and Unusual Plants – Retail and Mail Order

Connecticut Horticultural Society’s 
10th Biennial Symposium 

Creating a Beautiful & Healthy Oasis – Every Yard Matters 
 

Mark Twain House & Museum, Hartford 
Saturday, Feb. 1, 2020 

 
Speakers: Roy Diblik, Michael Nadeau & Lisa Mason Ziegler 

Includes a vendor market from 8 AM to 4 PM 
Check cthort.org for more information
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Hollister House Garden – Washington 
Visiting hours – Wed & Fri 1-4, Sat 10-4 
hollisterhousegarden.org  
• Sept. 21 (Sat) 10 to 11:30 AM 
Dahlias – How to Select and Grow.  
A master class with Frances Palmer. 
$25/$35  
• Sept. 28 (Sat) 10 to 11:30 AM 
The Stone Walls of New England &  
New York with Susan Allport. $25/$35  
• Oct. 5 (Sat) 10 to 11:30 AM 
Forcing Bulbs for Winter Delight  
with Page Dickey. $25/$35  
• Oct. 12 (Sat) 10 to 11:30 AM 
Overwintering Houseplants – Growing 
Techniques That Work with Barb Pierson 
from White Flower Farm. $25/$35  
Native Plant Trust – Framingham, Mass. 
nativeplanttrust.org  
Natureworks – Northford 
naturework.com  
• Sept. 7 (Sat) 10-11 AM 
Floral Design  
• Sept. 14 (Sat) 10-11 AM 
Growing and Harvesting Cut and Dried 

Flowers with Nancy. A sample flower 
arrangement in a vintage vase will be  
raffled off. $10  
• Oct. 12 (Sat) 10-11 AM 
Renovate Your Garden This Fall – A Design 
Workshop with Nancy. Attendees are  
encouraged to bring sketches of the  
garden they want to work on, a few  
photos, and a list of existing plants. $20  
• Oct. 19 (Sat) 10-11 AM 
Playing with Dried Flowers. Nancy demon-
strates how to use dried flowers. At the 
end of the class, one of Nancy’s dried  
designs will be will be raffled off. $10  
New Canaan Nature Center 
newcanaannature.org  
• Sept. 28 (Sat)  
Harvest Festival  
• Oct. 4 & 5 (Fri & Sat)  
Fall Fair  
New York Botanical Garden – Bronx, N.Y. 
nybg.org  
• Sept. 16, 23 & Oct. 7 (Mon) 10 AM to 1 PM 
Introduction to Landscape Design with  
Daryl Beyers. $185/$205  

• Sept. 17, 24 & Oct. 1, 8 (Tues) 10 AM to 1 PM 
Fundamentals of Gardening with  
Daryl Beyers. $295/$325  
O’Brien Nurserymen – Granby 
obrienhosta.com  
• Sept. 13-15 (Fri-Sun) 
Granby Open Farm Day – Saturday  
• Sept. 27-29 (Fri-Sun) 
Unique Conifers for the Winter Garden  
• Oct. 11-13 (Fri-Sun) 
End of the Hosta Season Sale  
• Nov. 1-3 (Fri-Sun) 
Awesome Japanese Maples for Great Fall 
Color  
Tower Hill Botanic Garden – Boylston, MA 
towerhillbg.org  
• Sept. 7 & 8 (Sat & Sun) 10 AM 
New England Carnivorous Plants Society 
Show & Sale. Included with admission.  
• Sept. 21 (Sat) 12-5 & Sept. 22 (Sun) 10-4 
Begonia & Gesneriad Show & Sale.  
Included with admission.  
• Sept. 28 (Sat) 1-5 & Sept. 29 (Sun) 10-3 
New England Dahlia Society Dahlia Show. 
Included with admission.  
• Feb. 6, 2020 (Thurs) 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
Urban Tree Symposium.  
UConn Extension – Garden Master 
Classes are open to the public for $50. Visit 
uconnmastergardeners.gosignmeup.com 
for info and registration.  
• Nov. 12 (Tues) 10 AM to 12 PM 
The Magical Witches of Winter with Adam 
Wheeler from Broken Arrow Nursery at  
the New London County Extension Center 
in Norwich.  
White Flower Farm – Morris 
whiteflowerfarm.com  
Calendar listings are free of charge.  
For consideration, email complete  
details to ctgardener@optonline.net
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BARN TALKS

all natural • non-toxic • non-hazardous

order online: DeerNoNo.com 

or call 877.290.4226 

(mention CTGARD for $5 off)

Easily and effectively  
protects your gardens, 

shrubs and plants  
for up to 12 months. 

 
Used by home gardeners, 

landscapers, farmers  
and nurserymen  

across the country  
for almost 20 years.

The longest lasting, most effective deer repellent money can buy
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The Scentual Garden, Ken Druse’s 
20th book, is a personal explo-
ration of the world of botanical 

fragrance. It’s a subjective work, of 
course, since people smell things differ-
ently but, even so, I’m glad he took us 
along for the ride because we learn 
some interesting things along the way. 
The New York Times has called him  
the “guru of natural gardening.” 

A well-known Connecticut garden 
center can lay claim to encouraging 
Ken’s early interest in botanical fra-
grances. I found this little tidbit in his 
discussion of pelargoniums. “I first went 
to Logee’s Greenhouses in Danielson, 
Connecticut, when I was a teenager. I 
can honestly say it changed, or at least 
directed, my life. Because I have always 
been attracted to fragrance, it was love 
at first smell when I met the scented 
geraniums that mimicked the aromas of 
dozens of different fruits and spices.” 

The 256-page book features 200 
color photographs. Ken did the photog-
raphy of plants in garden settings and 
Connecticut’s own Ellen Hoverkamp, 
provided the scanner photography, her 
specialty. The two types of photography 
combine wonderfully and give us a 
deeper picture of the plants discussed. 
They also make for a beautiful book. 

We featured Ellen in our May/June 
2013 edition and her work has graced 
our cover twice since then. She’s sched-
uled to create the art for our March/ 
April 2020 edition. 

The book is divided into five chap-
ters: The Invisible Garden, Why Plants 
Smell / How We Smell, Capturing Scent, 
An Encyclopedia of Fragrant Plants and 
Scent in the Landscape. 

Druse said the book took about 3 
years to complete and covers more than 
100 plants. I read chapters 1, 2, 3 and 5 
and returned to linger over the plants  
in the Encyclopedia of Fragrant Plants. 
They run the full range from plants  
that smell like vomit (like the fruit of 
Gingko biloba) to ones that smell like 
caramelized sugar and cotton candy 
(Katsura – Cercidiphyllum japonicum). 
Sadly, Ken can’t smell the Katsura. 

Druse’s approach to the subject is 
reminiscent of the world of perfume. 
(When smelling flowers, Druse recom-
mends taking many quick sniffs and 
sampling at different times of day.) 

He creates his own vocabulary and 
places plants into 12 categories of  
his own devise: Animalic, Balsamic/ 
Resinous, Floral/Sweet, Forest, Fruity, 
Heavy, Herbal/Green, Honey, Indolic, 
Medicinal, Rose and Spice. The primary 
and secondary scent of each plant  
is noted. 

As all gardeners know, the pleasure 
of a garden is how it engages our five 
senses. Fragrance has perhaps been 
given the short shrift. “The problem 
may lie not in distinguishing scents 
when we meet them but in lacking the 
vocabulary,” says Druse. “We’ve named 
a thousand colors, for instance, from 
scarlet to puce. But words to categorize 
plant fragrances are hard to come by.” 

Druse points out that breeding for 
improved plants (flower size, habit, 
length of bloom, etc.) has resulted in the 
loss of fragrance. Happily some breed-
ers are trying to reverse this trend. 

And, of course, the text is packed 
with interesting factoids ... fragrant 
hostas tend to have some Hydrangea 
plantaginea in their background,  
some cut flowers lose their fragrance  
in 30 minutes, one Jack-in-the-Pulpit 
(Arisaema candidissimum) smells like  
a hybrid tea rose. 

In the final chapter, Scent in the 

Landscape, he offers some suggestions 
for our own gardens. These include ad-
vice on capturing scents in the garden 
and placing fragrant plants at nose level. 
Makes sense, right?  �  

– Will Rowlands

The Scentual Garden – Exploring  
the World of Botanical Fragrance

“Perhaps we can start to think 
of gardening with fragrant 
plants as the ultimate version 
of aromatherapy.” 
– Ken Druse

Publisher: Abrams Books 
Publication Date: Oct. 15, 2019 
Price: $50 
Trim Size: 8.75 x 12 inches 
ISBN: 978-1-4197-3816-6 
Page Count: 256 
Illustrations: 200 color photographs 
Formats: Hardcover & Ebook

Ken Druse

Ellen 
Hoverkamp
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Thousands of
Chrysanthemums grown at 
our farm in Bethel. 
Home Décor, Centerpieces and GIFTS!

Complete Gardening Supplies, Nursery Stock, Trees, Shrubs, Top Soil, Sod, Grass Seed, Weed and Grub Control, Perennials & Annuals
Bird Feeders • Bird Houses • Bird Seed • Statuary • Fountains • Pottery • Gifts & Gardening Supplies • Home Décor

“The Largest Family Owned Nursery and Garden Center in Fairfield County Since 1964” 

hollandianurseries.com

203-743-0267 

Design & InstallNOW andenjoy in Springof 2019!

In Bloom  All Seasons  All Reasons®

Nurseries
Where Customer Service

 Never Expires

Nursery
103 Old Hawleyville Rd. Bethel

203-743-0267

Gift, Garden & Home
93 Stony Hill Rd. Bethel

203-792-0268
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Hollandia
Gift, Garden & Patio

Hollandia
Nurseries

hollandianurseries.com

“A Gift Certificate from Hollandia
is always appreciated”

NEW LONDON, CT, July 10 –  
Connecticut College has named Miles 
Schwartz Sax as the new Arboretum  
Director, effective Aug. 1, 2019. 

The Connecticut College Arboretum 
offers a quality of life and a conserva-
tion classroom unique among liberal 
arts institutions. The Arboretum’s  
diverse 750 acres include the landscaped 
grounds of the College as well as the 
surrounding plant collections, natural 
areas and managed landscapes. 

“The Arboretum has a long history 
of doing exceptional work in land  
conservation and ecological landscape 
management, and I look forward to 
using this rich history as a foundation 
to continue to grow and expand the  
capacity of the institution,” Sax said. 

Sax received a master’s degree in pub-
lic garden leadership in 2014 and a Ph.D. 

in horticultural biology in 2019 from 
Cornell University. His academic re-
search focuses on issues relating to urban 
horticulture, tree selection and evalu- 
ation, stress physiology and rare plant 
conservation in the context of an increas-
ingly urbanizing and warming planet. 

Hailing from western Massachusetts, 
Sax grew up exploring the forests, coast-
lines and mountains of New England. 
While working at The Arnold Arbore-
tum of Harvard University, he found his 
calling in the field of public horticulture 
while managing and researching the 
species apple (Malus) collection. 

Inspired by the capacity of botanic 
gardens to create immersive environ-
ments that foster public engagement 
and stewardship of the planet's flora,  
he gained further experience in the field 
of public horticulture working at The 

Morton Arboretum, Cornell Botanic 
Gardens and the Stellenbosch Univer-
sity Botanical Garden in South Africa. 

“With expertise in public gardens 
and woody plants, as well as in conser-
vation, Miles is uniquely qualified to 
lead the arboretum, and we’re thrilled  
to welcome him to the College,” said  
Jeffrey Cole, dean of the faculty and 
professor of anthropology. 

“It’s clear that the Arboretum is 
beloved by students, faculty, staff and 
alumni, and I’m really excited to have 
the opportunity to apply my back-
ground in environ-
mental horticulture, 
research and edu- 
cation to fulfill the 
mission of such a 
great organization,” 
Sax added.

Connecticut College Names Miles 
Schwartz Sax as New Arboretum Director

Miles Schwartz Sax
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Bishop’s weed (Aegopodium poda-
graria) is invasive in Connecti-
cut because it can spread quickly 

via underground stolons and crowd out 
native species. It is prohibited from  
importation, movement, sale, purchase, 
transplanting, cultivation and distri- 
bution.  
History 

It was used in the middle ages as  
an edible. The leaves get bitter if allowed 
to mature but it can be pinched back  
to encourage new growth. It has been 
found growing near old monasteries 
and was used by monks to treat gout, 
hence the common name goutweed. 

Another common name is Bishop’s 
weed because the flowers supposedly 
look something like a Bishop’s mitre. 
Sometimes the names are combined 
into Bishop’s goutweed. 

Native to Eurasia, it was bought to 
the U.S. as an ornamental and is being 
sold as an easy-care groundcover.  
Identification 

Bishop’s weed is an herbaceous 
perennial that grows from 1-3 feet tall. 
The compound leaves are arranged  
alternately and usually contain three 
green leaflets. The individual leaflets are 

1-3 inches long with an ovoid shape, 
pointed tips and serrated edges. 

The larger lower leaves have longer 
petioles (stalks) than the upper leaves. 
Nine leaflets per lower leaf is common 
but the number can vary. 

The small white flowers (or florets), 
which appear in May and June, are  
held on pedicels in 2-5 inch wide  
inflorescences called umbels. 

The stems are hollow and ridged. 
The dry, brown, flattened oblong 

seeds are about 1⁄6-1⁄8" long.  
Aegopodium podagraria 
‘Variegatum’ 

There’s a variegated form that has 
light green leaves with creamy white 
margins. It is considered less aggressive 
but it can revert to the dark green  
aggressive variety. 

The variegated form (Aegopodium 
podagraria ‘Variegatum’) is sold as  
a groundcover, usually with a warning 
to keep it isolated and remove seedlings 
that revert.  
Habitat 

Bishop’s goutweed prefers moist, 
shaded areas on forest edges and  
disturbed areas.   

Reproduction 
It spreads primarily through under-

ground runners (stolons).  
Look-alikes 

The inflorescences resemble those of 
Queen’s Anne’s Lace (Daucus carota).  
Control & Management 

Small patches can be pulled but make 
sure to get all of the roots and stolons. 
Do not till as it thrives in disturbed soil. 

You can also try repeated mowing 
and follow up by covering with heavy 
mulch, landscape cloth or black plastic. 
Do not compost. Put it in the trash or, 
even better, put it out in the sun to dry 
and then in the trash. 

It helps to remove the flowers before 
seed set. Removing spring leaves (after 
they grow a bit and use some energy) 
can also help starve the plant. 

Revegetation with other plants is rec-
ommended. Golden Alexanders (Zizia 
aurea) is a good native alternative and  
is a food plant for the larvae of the Black 
Swallowtail butterfly (Papilio polyxenes). 

In the past people sprayed it with 
Roundup but, given the potential con-
cerns associated with glyphosate, we’d 
have to consider that a last resort. � 

– Will Rowlands
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Bishop’s Goutweed INVASIVE IN CT
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All Photos / Leslie J. Mehrhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org  
Opposite page at left, an incursion of Bishop’s goutweed.  
1. The flowers are held in 2-5” umbels. 2. A vintage botan-
ical drawing. 3. The small white flowers are held above  
the foliage. 4. The green leaves of Aegopodium podagraria.  
5. The variegated leaves of Aegopodium podagraria  
‘Variegatum.’ 6. Roots and stolons.

Check out CIPWG at cipwg.uconn.edu for more info

●1

●3

●2

●4

●6

●5
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Gardens can be shared or secret, 
big or small, formal or informal 
They can be long-term projects 

or a quick call to the landscaper. They 
can be appreciated as works of art,  
reflections of personal style, or viewed 
simply as part of a lifestyle package. 

A garden can exist for so many  
reasons: to feed the gardener, provide 
shelter and sustenance for birds and 
wildlife, provide shade and sanctuary,  
or to display a favorite garden style. 

We are indebted to George Schoell- 
kopf, a collector and dealer of early 
American decorative and folk art, for 
having the vision and the means to  
forever share his own unique contri- 
bution to America’s public gardens – 
Hollister House Garden.  
The House & Gardens 

In 1978 George purchased a 25-acre 
property in Washington, Conn., that  
included the original 1760 saltbox  
farmhouse built by Samuel Hollister. 
Restoration of the house in authentic 
18th-century style began, and ground-
breaking on the gardens started soon 
after, inspired by – yet very much an 
American interpretation of – classic 
English gardens such as Sissinghurst, 
Great Dixter and Hidcote. 

Visitors today stroll gardens with a  
formal structure but less formal style of 
planting that fits in perfectly with the 
surrounding landscape. “It’s a balance,” 
George says. “There’s a point where 
imaginative, loose and abundant  
becomes messy.” 

To enter the gardens, one begins by 
walking past the house, with no visual 
clues of what lays ahead. Turning the 
corner, the magic begins: Gerald’s 
Parterre is attached to the house, from 
which you look down into the geometry 
of the Grey Garden’s clipped box 
hedges. Further descent brings tantaliz-
ing glimpses, and successive layers of 
space and color. Tall walls and hedges 
with dramatic changes in level define 
the garden rooms and progressions. 

Massive slabs of lichen-covered  
granite appear throughout the gardens. 
Once upon a time they served as  

curbstones in Hartford. 
A hill rises steeply across from the 

house and gardens, offering such a won-
derful view back down onto the house, 
gardens, and forested hillside that visi-
tors will be given more access in the  
future, says George.  

The Preservation Project 
George, being a generous man and 

astute long-range planner, is mindful 
that gardens are ephemeral and can  
be razed at the whim of a new owner, 
revert to a wild state, or be swallowed 
by invasives. Happily, he found a unique 
solution to preserving and sharing  
the house and garden into the distant 
future. 

With support and guidance from 
The Garden Conservancy, Hollister 
House is now owned by George and 
Hollister House Garden Inc., a non-
profit organization dedicated to pre-
serving the house and garden. Pamela 
Moffett serves as executive director and 
works out of an office on the property. 
You’ll find details of the Preservation 
Project on the Hollister House and  
Garden Conservancy websites but, in a 
nutshell, George will continue to reside 
in the house and maintain the gardens 
and grounds, while transferring the 
property in increments to the non-
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profit and establishing a sizeable  
endowment for future maintenance. 

The town of Washington is very 
helpful and supportive, and has made 
Hollister House a landmark, and the 
Hollister House Homestead is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places.  
The Barn & The Programs 

The barn is key to the new Barn Talk 
programs and other workshops and 
classes. The original post-and-beam 
structure was renovated in 2016 and is 
now insulated, has heating & cooling, 
restrooms, a catering station, a sizeable 
horticultural library, and state-of-the-
art AV system. 

The annual and extremely popular 
Garden Study Weekend takes place in 
September, not in the barn, but at the 
Heritage Hotel in Southbury, featuring 
big names in the garden world and early 
buying at Hollister’s Rare and Unusual 
Plant Sale. The plant sale and the gar-
dens are then opened to the public on 
Sunday. This year that’s on Sun Sept. 8, 
from 10-4. The lineup of plant vendors 
is very impressive. The symposium  
sells out every year. As of June 30  
it was already waitlisted. 

Plein air painters and photographers 
are welcome on designated mornings 
in season, and the arts are further  
encouraged with watercolor and floral 
arranging workshops. 

On First Fridays (June-August), the 
garden stays open later and with your 
donation you can enjoy it with a glass of 
wine.  
Visit & Contact Info 
Hollister House Garden 
300 Nettleton Hollow Road 
Washington, CT 06793 
860.868.2200 
hollisterhousegarden.org 
hollisterhousegarden.org/garden-map 

The 2019 season ends on Oct. 12. 
Visitors are welcome every Wednesday 
and Friday from 1-4, and Saturdays 
from 10-4. Suggested donation $5  
per person. Funds are used to expand 
outreach and education. Group tours 
can be arranged. 

Want to show your support through 
membership? Various levels and perks 
are available, starting at $35. �  

– Anne Rowlands

Photo / A. Rowlands 
Left to right – Pamela Moffett (exec- 
utive director), Krista Adams (head 
gardener) and George Schoellkopf.
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Photos / Hollister House Garden, 
except where noted

Photo / W. Rowlands
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Connecticut Springs into Earth Day – Commemorate 50 Years!

Flower & 
GardenShow®
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Thurs. &  
Friday only

Spectacular Landscaped Gardens, Design & 
Horticulture Competition by the Federated 
Garden Clubs of CT.  SEMINAR TOPICS: 
Organics, Floral Arranging, Natives, 
Pollinators, Containers, Design, Vegetables 
and so much more!

 Thurs. 10 am – 7 pm
 Fri. 10 am – 8 pm
 Sat. 10 am – 8 pm
 Sun. 10 am – 5 pm

Adults $18
Children 5-12 $5
Under 5 Free
Seniors $16

Tom 
Christopher

Nancy DuBrule-
Clemente

Craig  
LeHoullier

Petra 
Page-Mann

Ticket prices 
include State 
of CT 10% 
Amusement 
Tax —

SEMINAR SPEAKERS INCLUDE:
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